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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

§ '{2,‘ REGION 19

2 § 1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 900

%,% S Seattle, WA 98101-3140 OFFICE OF
r“?( i"R()‘?'G APR 5 2018 ENVéRLgx:\\IALEJyTAL

Ms. Beth Pendleton, Regional Forester {W
Mr. David Schmid, Acting Regional Forester _

Region 10 — Alaska Region |

Office of the Regional Forester |

Post Office Box 21628 l an

Juneau, Alaska 99802-1628 -

Re: Ross Adams Mine Site
Dear Ms. Pendleton and Mr. Schmid:

The Ross Adams Mine Site (Site) on Prince of Wales Island near Ketchikan, Alaska, is located on land
owned by the U.S. Forest Service (USFS). As such, the USFS has the authority under Executive Order
12580 to implement CERCLA removal actions there, without EPA involvement. As you will recall,
Dawn Mining Company, LLC and Newmont USA Limited (collectively Newmont), along with the
USFS, approached EPA and the State of Alaska in January 2017 to request that EPA and the State get
involved at the Site.

Specifically, Newmont wanted to negotiate a consent decree in which EPA and the State would grant
Newmont a covenant not to sue in exchange for the company performing a Non-Time Critical Removal
Action (NTCRA) at the Site. While it is very unusual for the United States to provide future covenants
when the party is performing a removal action, as opposed to a remedial action, EPA was willing to
consider such an agreement under certain conditions which we set forth in a letter dated August 25,
2017.

In a letter dated November 3, 2017, Newmont responded that it remained interested in pursuing
negotiations, indicating that it would accept some of the conditions we’d set forth in our letter and
proposing that the parties continue to discuss other conditions. Subsequent to this exchange, the USFS
issued a draft Action Memorandum and asked EPA and the State to provide comments. We did so in a
letter dated November 30, 2017 (See Enclosure). The last remaining significant comment appears to be
over whether ARARs must be met or can be met “to the extent practicable.” Our offers to discuss this
and any of our comments with the USFS have been met with silence.

Then, in February of this year, EPA and the State were surprised to learn that Newmont and the USFS
had changed course and have decided to proceed without further EPA and State involvement at the Site.
As we understand it, Newmont and USFS plan to enter into an AOC in which Newmont will perform
the NTCRA without any covenants from EPA or the State of Alaska.

The concerns EPA and the State expressed during the negotiation process and in our joint comments on
the Acton Memo remain, and we trust that the USFS will take them into consideration for this cleanup
action. EPA performed a PA/SI at this site, and it scored high enough to be listed on the NPL in 1999.



EPA will continue to monitor this site in the future, and will take steps to protect human health and the
environment there if necessary.

Please ensure that this letter, as well as the November 30, 2017 letter and comments, are included in the
Administrative Record for the Ross Adams Site.

Sincerely,

Cami Grandinetti
Remedial Cleanup Program Manager

Enclosure

cc: Mr. Scott Hardt, Davis Graham & Stubbs LLP, counsel for Newmont
Ms. Jennifer Currie, counsel for State of Alaska
Mr. Michael Hope, counsel for USFS
Ms. Kelly Cole, counsel for EPA
Ms. Rachel Hankey, USDOJ



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION 10
HANFORD PROJECT OFFICE
825 Jadwin Avenue, Suite 210
Richland, Washington 99352

December 1, 2017

Matthew York

United States Forest Service
PO Box 21628

Juneau, AK 99802

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL ONLY
RE: Draft Non-Time Time Critical Removal Action Memorandum for Ross-Adams Mine Site

Dear Mr. York,

The Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation and the United States Environmental Protection
Agency have reviewed the draft Non-Time Critical Removal Action Memorandum for the Ross-Adams
Mine Site. In general, additional information is needed in the release and health risks sections in order to
outline the area of contamination, identify the human health and ecological risks, and describe why the
removal action is needed. Applicable or Relevant and Appropriate Requirements should be met or waived,
not just met to the extent practical since the U.S. Forest Service intends this action memorandum to be a
final cleanup decision. These cleanup levels need to be clearly defined in the action memorandum. Our
detailed comments are enclosed.

We would be happy to meet to discuss our comments. You may contact Anne Marie Palmieri at 907-766-
3184 or Annemarie.Palmieri@alaska.gov and Laura Buelow at 509-376-5466 or Buelow.Laura@epa.gov.

Sincerely,
S : m’?’,/ﬁ%i R
Anne Marie Palmieri Laura Buelow
Project Manager Project Manager
DEC Contaminated Sites Program Hanford Project Office

Enclosure
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